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July 12, 2000

TheHonorableJanetReno
AttorneyGeneral
UnitedStatesDepartmentofJustice
Washington,D.C. 20530

TheHonorableBethNolan, Esq.
Counselto thePresident
TheWhite House
1600PennsylvaniaAvenue
Washington,D.C. 20500

RE: Appointmentof aSpecialMasterto SuperviseProductionofB-Mails
UnderSubpoena

DearMadamAttorneyGeneralandCounselto thePresidentNolan:

I write to suggestthat you supporttheappointmentofaSpecialMasterto
superviseproductionofe-mailcommunicationscurrentlyundersubpoena.

As you areaware,theWhite Housenot only failed to produceinformation
containedin e-mailcommunications,it alsofailed to notify all interestedpartiesthatthere
wasauniverseof documentsthat wasnot evenbeingsearchedfor responsivenessto
subpoenasfrom Congress,IndependentCounsels,andtheAlexanderplaintiffs. As you
arealsoaware,theDepartmentof Justiceis currentlyon bothsidesofthesamecase— it
is appearingin court to representtheWhiteHouse,andit is conductingacriminal
investigationofintimidationandobstructionofjusticein thee-mailmatter. At thevery
minimum, thispresentsasignificantconflictof interest.

Ofgreaterimportance,however,is the fact thattheWhite Househasmade
representationsin federaldistrict courtandbeforeCongressthat do not appearto be
accurate.TheCommitteeis concernedby theinability of theWhite Houseto adhereto
its representationthat copyingofthefirst batchofbackuptapeswasto beginin Juneof
2000. This representationwasprovidedto afederaldistrict courtjudgeon June2, 2000,
andit wasprovidedto this Committeeby theCounselto thePresidentat aMarch 30,



2000, hearing. Although theWhite Househasfailed to appriseCongressofthestatusof
the e-mail reconstructionproject -- notwithstandingarealisticexpectation,basedon
assurancesby theWhite House,that somedocumentswould havebeenproducedby now
-- it appearsthat thereis a significantdelayin thereconstructionprocess.Ofparticular
concernto this Committeeis that,just astheWhite Housefailed to notify theCommittee
in 1998 of its inability to searchfor documentsresponsiveto subpoenas,theWhite House
hasalso failed to communicateto Congressthepresentstatusof thee-mail reconstruction
project. Therecanbe little doubtthat,astheAdministration’sdaysgrow shorter,the
WhiteHouse’senthusiasmfor completingthis projectwill alsowane. Accordingly, this
Committeehasno confidencethat theWhite Housewill satisfyits obligationsto produce
informationin a timely fashion. Furthermore,thereis little confidencethat evenif the
reconstructionis completedin thenearfuture,therewill be good faithcompliancewith
thevariousoutstandingdocumentrequests.

For thesereasons,I requestthat you supporttheappointmentof a SpecialMaster
to overseeproductionofdocumentsto Congress,IndependentCounsels,andthe
Alexanderplaintiffs.

Sincerely,
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DanBurton
Chairman

cc: TheHonorableHenryA. Waxman
TheHonorableRoyceC. Lamberth
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